
 

  



  

The Philippine government sustained a strong maritime presence near Bajo de Masinloc, significantly 

expanding vessel deployments for patrol and humanitarian missions. However, Filipino Fishing Boats remained 

restricted from the shoalõs waters, leading to limited fishing activities. Meanwhile, China reinforced its anti-

access strategy by expanding China Coast Guard patrols and adjusting its maritime militia operations.  

In the Kalayaan Island Group, the PCG carried out a range of operations to strengthen the countryõs position 

and protect its maritime interests. These included maritime domain awareness flights, joint patrols with the 

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources, and support for Philippine Navy escort missions to Ayungin Shoal. 

However, Chinese vessels continue to be aggressive, shadowing Philippine vessels and deploying aircraft, 

particularly near Pag-asa Cays. Philippine access to Escoda Shoal remains blocked, and the Navyõs rotation 

and resupply operations to Ayungin Shoal continue to operate under a òprovisional understandingó with China. 

The PCG also focused on Chinese research and survey vessels engaged in unauthorized activities such as 

seabed mapping and the use of deep-sea submersibles, among others. The PCG responded by mobilizing 

aerial and maritime assets and issuing radio challenges, but the persistence of these operations highlighted 

enforcement challenges and limitations and growing concerns over Chinaõs maritime intentions near Taiwan 

and other vital sea lanes. 

Chinaõs hybrid warfare approach, blending military, paramilitary, diplomacy, and disinformation actions, 

continues to erode regional stability. In turn, the Philippines has strengthened its defense posture and regional 

partnerships through joint exercises, acquisition of new patrol vessels and corvettes, and participation in 

international dialogues. The PCG supported these initiatives with trilateral exercises in Japan and regional visits 

to neighboring countries, reinforcing the countryõs commitment to safeguarding its lawful maritime 

entitlements. 

The West Philippine Sea Transparency Group has played an instrumental in informing the public, countering 

false narratives, and promoting maritime awareness. Through active media engagement, academic outreach, 

and targeted radio campaigns, the WPSTG is helping build national resilience and support for the Philippinesõ 

maritime rights under national and international laws. 

 

 



  

˻- ́̈˷̄̈˻˷̉  
During the second semester of 2024, the 

Philippine government maintained a steady 

projection of administrative authority in the 

West Philippine Sea near Bajo de Masinloc 

(BdM). This momentum continued into the first 

half of 2025, marked by the deployment of 

around 37 Philippine vessels conducting 

maritime patrols (MARPATs) and humanitarian 

missions. This figure represents a significant 

increase compared to the 10 recorded 

deployments in the same period last year.  

Despite the expanded presence, both 

Philippine vessels and Filipino Fishing Boats 

(FFBs) remained largely constrained from 

accessing the contiguous zone and territorial 

waters surrounding BdM. The first six months 

of the year saw a substantial decline in the 

number of FFBs fishing within and around the 

shoalõs territorial sea. This difference 

FIGURE 1.1.  

Vicinity map of Bajo de Masinloc 

demonstrates a notable change in the fishing 

practices of local fisherfolk. 

Meanwhile, the Peopleõs Republic of China 

(China), continued to prevent Philippine 

maritime operations within BdMõs territorial 

zone. In January, China recalibrated its anti-

access/area denial (A2/AD) strategy by 

increasing the number of China Coast Guard 

(CCG) vessels carrying out routine patrols from 

three to at least four. Deployment patterns of 

Chinese Maritime Militia (CMM) vessels in and 

around the shoal also exhibited partial 

changes, coinciding with increased Chinese 

Research and Survey (CRS) vessel activity in the 

surrounding waters. 

Moreover, non-threatening Vietnamese fishing 

vessels, utility boats, and Vietnam-flagged 

Automatic Identification System (AIS) signals 

were occasionally detected in the vicinity of 

BdM. 



  

˻˻- ˵˺˻̀˷̅˷ ̈˷̅̅˷˾ ˳˵̆˻̈˻̆̋  

Following the arrival of CCG-5901 in January 

2025 (FIGURE 1.2), the number of CCG vessels 

regularly patrolling BdM rose from three to at 

least four per day. Additional vessels were 

intermittently deployed to reinforce the CCG 

presence, particularly in response to 

heightened Philippine activity in the area. Each 

CCG vessel typically spends five to six weeks 

before rotating out (ANNEX 1.1). The presence 

of CCG and Peopleõs Liberation Army-Navy 

(PLA-N) vessels reached their peak in May, 

when the PCG recorded around 17 CCG and 16 

PLA-N ships operating in the area over the 

course of the month (FIGURE 1.3). 

Throughout most of the coverage period, the 

deployment patterns of CMM vessels 

remained largely consistent, as monitored 

through AIS. A group of six QIONG SANSHA 

YU vessels patrolled on rotation around the 

shoal, while YUE ZHAN YU 08044 and YUE 

ZHAN YU 08045, along with suspected CMM 

vessel HAI 2, were intermittently observed 

inside the shoal (ANNEX 1.2). Beginning late 

March, CMM vessel YUE ZHAN YU 08048 was 

consistently positioned at the southwestern tip 

of BdM. From late April onwards, CMM vessels 

with the pinyin YUE XIA YU ZHI, QIONG LIN YU 

LONG, and QIONG LIN YU were also 

occasionally detected operating within the 

shoal.  

However, between late May and early June, 

CMM activity scaled back, with the average 

daily sightings around the shoal dropping from 

six to five. As a result, the total count of Chinese 

vessels in the area declined (FIGURE 1.3). 

During this period, the PCG also reported no 

sightings of CMM vessels inside or at the 

southwestern tip of BdM. 

Regarding research activities, a total of seven 

CRS vessels were detected within a 100.0 

nautical-mile mark of the shoal, four of which 

were monitored in June (TABLE 1). 

In response to Philippine activities, Chinese 

entities installed a floating barrier at the 

southeast entrance of BdM on 24 and 25 

March (FIGURE 1.4). However, due to gaps in 

satellite coverage, other possible instances of 

barrier deployment may have occurred 

without being documented.  

˻˻˻- ̀́̆˳˴˾˷ ˻̀˵˻˶˷̀̆̅  

There were 13 reported incidents involving 

FFBs and Chinese entities from January to June 

2025, a slight decrease from the 19 reported 

during the same period in 2024. Additionally, 

PCG MARPAT missions in the area were usually 

subjected to radio challenges and shadowing 

activities conducted by the PLA-N, CCG, and 

CMM vessels. In addition, Chinese entities 

carried out illegal, coercive, aggressive, and 
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FIGURE 1.2.  

CCG-5901 monitored by BRP TERESA MAGBANUA  

on 11 January 2025 



 

 

  

deceptive (ICAD) actions, targeting both 

surface and aerial deployments during the 

period under review.  

Aggressive Aerial Response 

On 18 February, a Cessna 208B Grand Caravan 

EX aircraft with tail no. RP-1077 operated by 

the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 

(BFAR) was harassed during a maritime domain 

awareness (MDA) flight over the airspace 

above BdM.  A Harbin Z-9 helicopter with tail 

no. 68, operated by the Peopleõs Liberation 

Army Naval Air Force (PLA-NAF 68), 

approached the aircraft at an extremely close 

distance, approximately 3.0 meters (10.0 feet) 

from its portside wing (FIGURE 1.5). This 

maneuver disregarded the safety of the crew 

and other civilians onboard, including 

journalists.  

Near Collision with BRP CABRA  

On 07 April, PCG vessel BRP CABRA (MRRV-

4409) reportedly encountered at least eight 

dangerous maneuvers from CCG vessels. The 

most severe of these involved CCG-3302, 

which came close to causing a head-on 

collision (FIGURE 1.6), displaying a blatant 

disregard for safety of the smaller PCG vessel 

and the Convention on the International 

Regulations for Preventing Collisions 

(COLREGs). Earlier, on 02 April, BRP CABRA 

navigated as close as 24.37 nautical miles east 

of BdM, nearly breaching the shoalõs 

contiguous zone. 

FIGURE 1.4.  

Floating Barrier installed at the southeast entrance of BdM on 

24 March 2025, monitored by PCG personnel onboard RP-

1077 

FIGURE 1.5.  

PLA-NAF 68 dangerously swerved towards RP-1077 on 18 

February 2025, during an MDA flight over BdM 

 

FIGURE 1.3. Bajo de Masinloc Vessel Monitoring, January to June 2025 

Source: AIS, ISR, Physical monitoring, and EO imagery 



 

  

Possible staging of COLREGs 

violations 

On 07 April, while operating 42.8 nautical miles 

northeast of BdM, CCG-21612 pursued BRP 

CABRA dead astern at a distance of roughly 

760.0 yards. PCG personnel observed CCG-

21612 displaying day shapes in the form of two 

black balls hung vertically from its mast 

(FIGURE 1.7). The CCG vessel then subjected 

the PCG to at least two dangerous maneuvers. 

Similarly, on 21 June, about 17.6 nautical 

northwest of the shoal, CCG-3502 hoisted two 

visible red lights on its starboard side while 

following at around 140.0 meters starboard 

bow of BFAR vessel BRP DATU BANKAYA 

(MMOV-3010). 

Based on Rule 27 (a) of the COLREGS, a vessel 

displaying day shapes of two black balls, or two 

all-round red lights in a vertical line at night, 

with sidelights and a stern light, is classified a 

not under command (NUC). As defined by 

Rule 3 (f), an NUC vessel is defined as a vessel 

that is unable to maneuver or has lost control 

of its movement, including its speed and 

course, thus deeming it incapable of keeping 

clear of another vessel.  

Use of water cannon against BFAR 

vessels 

During a humanitarian mission for FFBs on 20 

June, BFAR vessels encountered a notably 

aggressive response from the CCG. The 

engagement was marked by multiple radio 

challenges, dangerous maneuvers as close as 

20.0 meters, and the use of water cannons. 

CCG-4203 fired its water cannon against the 

astern part of BRP MATANAM TARADAPIT 

(MMOV-3006), directly hitting the vessel, while 

conducting dangerous maneuvers (FIGURE 

1.8). Despite these actions, BRP DATU 

BANKAYA was able to approach as close as 14.7 

nautical miles northeast of BdM. 

˻̈- ̂˺˻˾˻̂̂˻̀˷ ˷˸˸́̄̆̅ 

Steady deployment of maritime and 

aerial assets 

For the first semester of 2025, the PCG 

successfully executed 25 successive and 

uninterrupted MARPAT missions, and four joint 

MARPAT and humanitarian missions aboard 12 

BFAR vessels near BdM. These patrols were 

carried out on an almost daily basis, denoting 

substantial increase in frequency compared to 

the same period in 2024 (FIGURE 1.9). PCG 
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FIGURE 1.6. CCG-3302 conducted a dangerous maneuver 

dead astern of BRP CABRA, nearly causing a collision, while 

around 25.45 nautical miles southeast of BdM on April 2025. 

FIGURE 1.7. BRP CABRA observed two black orbs hoisted by 

CCG-21612 on a vertical line, possibly signaling that the 

vessel was not in control and is unable to maneuver. 

FIGURE 1.8. On 20 June approx. 15.9 nautical miles 

southwest of BdM, CCG-4203 opened its water cannon 

directly hitting BRP DATU MATANAM TARADAPIT. 
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vessels primarily focused on shadowing and 

monitoring the presence and activities of 

foreign-flagged state vessels in the area. In 

total, there were 37 vessel deployments, 

representing a significant improvement from 

the 10 vessel deployments during the same 

period in 2024.  

These efforts were further supported by 17 

MDA flights led by the Coast Guard Aviation 

Command (CGAC), as well as three joint MDA 

flights aboard BFAR aircraft.  

Throughout these operations, the PCG 

exercised its administrative authority by 

regularly and consistently issuing radio 

challenges against the presence and activities 

of Chinese vessels, including the PLA-N, CCG, 

and CMM, as well as Chinese state aircraft. In 

addition, PCG vessels rendered assistance to at 

least seven distressed FFBs, providing search 

and rescue services, towing assistance, first aid, 

and medical support in response to incidents 

such as engine failure, crew injuries, and 

reports of missing persons (FIGURE 1.10). 

Recalibrated radio challenge 

In January, the PCG strengthened its radio 

challenges by adopting updated scripts that 

took into account comments and suggestions 

FIGURE 1.10. 

Philippine Coast Guard personnel onboard a Rigid-hulled 

Inflatable Boat (RHIB) assisting a distressed FFB while 

conducting a MARPAT near BdM 
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FIGURE 1.9. Monthly patrol days of Philippine vessels near BdM, 2004 and 2025  

from the Legal Action Working Group (LAWG) 

of the National Task Force for the West 

Philippine Sea (NTF-WPS).  

These revised radio challenges emphasize the 

Philippine rights as supported by international 

and national laws. Vessels of interest, such as 

CCG vessels, are firmly instructed to cease and 

desist from engaging in unlawful activities. 

Specifically, CCG vessels are warned against 

carrying out unlawful patrols within Philippine 

waters, including the Philippine Exclusive 

Economic Zone (EEZ). The PCG also affirms 

that their actions will be formally documented 

reported to higher authorities. 



 

  

Humanitarian support for Filipino 

fisherfolk 

The PCG and BFAR, along with other local 

partners, conducted three humanitarian 

missions in March, May, and June. These 

missions provided logistical support, in the 

form of food packs and fuel subsidies, to at 

least 56 FFBs venturing near BdM. This 

assistance reduces the need for frequent 

returns to port for resupply, enabling extended 

and more sustainable fishing operations.  

When combined with the persistent presence 

of Philippine government assets in the area, 

these initiatives serve to strengthen the 

confidence of local fisherfolk and encourage 

the continued exercise of their fishing rights 

within Philippine waters.  

Soft launch for KBBM program 

On 08 May, the PCG, in collaboration with 

BFAR, officially deployed the government-

owned fish carrier M/V MAMALAKAYA in the 

West Philippine Sea, near BdM, under the 

Kadiwa ng Bagong Bayaning Mangingisda 

(KBBM) program. This program seeks to 

establish a shore-to-market mechanism aimed 

at reducing transportation and operational 

costs for local fisherfolk. During the soft 

launch, the fish carrier purchased around 20.0 

tons of fresh fish catch from 10 FFBs in the area 

(Figure 1.11). 

̈- ˳̀˳˾̋̅˻̅ 

Diminished FFB activity around BdM 

A comparative analysis of FFB activity within a 

30-nautical mile radius of BdM between the 

first half of 2024 and 2025 reveals a substantial 

decline in the number of FFBs operating near 

the shoal (FIGURES 1.12 and 1.13). Notably, from 

March to May 2025, regarded as the peak of 

shoal fishing season, no FFBs were recorded at 

the immediate vicinity of the shoal, or within 1.0 

nautical mile. This absence demonstrates that 

Filipino fisherfolk may have been discouraged 

from fishing in the area, likely due to fears of 

harassment or unlawful arrest by Chinese 

entities. Moreover, increased FFB activity near 

the 24- to 30-nautical mile mark of BdM 

coincided with joint humanitarian missions by 

the PCG and BFAR (FIGURE 1.14). This pattern 

emphasizes the importance of government 

presence and logistical support in enabling 

and enticing local fisherfolk to operate in the 

area. 

Chinaõs presence and ICAD actions 

Chinese state vessels continue to restrict access 

to BdMõs contiguous zone through a range of 

ICAD actions. The intensity of Chinaõs response 

appears to coincide with three key factors: the 

distance of Philippine state vesselsõ approach 

toward the shoal, the nature of their activities, 

and the size of the Philippine vessels. 

Despite the frequency of their deployment, 

PCG vessels typically operated beyond the 24-

nautical mile mark (ANNEX 1.3) and were 

subjected to less hostile ICAD behavior, such as 

radio challenges, shadowing, and dangerous 

maneuvers. In comparison, BFAR vessels 

breached and operated within the shoalõs 

contiguous zone in June, inciting the CCG to 

use water cannons. 

The CCGõs use of close-quarter maneuvers and 

water cannons during the Philippine vesselsõ 
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FIGURE 1.11.  

On 08 May, government owned fish carrier M/V 

MAMALAKAYA purchased around 20.0 tons of fresh fish 

catch from 10 FFBs near BdM. 



 

  

approach toward BdMõs contiguous zone and, 

subsequently, territorial sea, highlights Chinaõs 

determination to prevent PCG and BFAR 

vessels from establishing a presence at the 

immediate vicinity of the shoal. 

In contrast, certain Chinese vessels have been 

observed as close as 30 nautical miles from the 

coasts of Luzon. ANNEX 1.4 maps both the 

initial contact points (indicated by triangles) 

and the disengagement positions (denoted by 

X-marks) of Chinese vessels in proximity to 

Philippine vessels. Red symbols represent CCG 

vessels, while yellow symbols are PLA-N ships. 

Most of these interactions were concentrated 

between 50 to 70 nautical miles from 

Philippine baselines.  

CCG-5901 and the recalibration of 

CCG deployment 

The deployment of CCG-5901 to multiple 

maritime hotspots across the South China Sea, 

including areas off Indonesia, Vietnam, and the 

Philippines, appears to form part of Chinaõs 

broader strategy to assert its expansive 

maritime claims. Its presence in energy-rich 

areas may be intended to intimidate coastal 

Southeast Asian states and deter them from 

undertaking administrative and economic 

activities, especially those related to the 

exploration or development of natural energy 

resources. 

CCG-5901õs presence in BdM also marked the 

beginning of the CCGõs regular deployment of 

a fourth CCG vessel to the area. In response, 

the PCG has taken proactive measures to 

reinforce its presence and authority within the 

Philippine EEZ. The PCGõs continuous 

shadowing and monitoring of CCG vessels has 

enhanced the countryõs MDA and signaled its 

commitment to promoting and upholding 

both international and national laws. The 

issuance of more assertive radio challenges, 

grounded in recognized legal frameworks, 

further strengthened this authority. 

Recalibration of CMM vessel 

deployment 

The monitoring of additional CMM signals 

inside and around BdM, often in conjunction 

with the recurring presence of CRS vessels, 

may indicate unlawful activities, such as but not 

limited to unwarranted marine scientific 

research; illegal, unregulated, and unreported 

(IUU) fishing; poaching; or island-building and 

reclamation activities. However, from late May 

to early June, CMM activity declined, which 

suggests that such operations have already 

concluded.  

Another possible explanation is the limited 

Philippine vessel and FFB presence around the 

immediate vicinity of the shoal, which may 

have rendered continued CMM deployment 

unnecessary, particularly as CCG vessels have 

been successful in implementing Chinaõs 

A2/AD strategy in the area. Scaling back CMM 

vessel presence may be a practical and cost-

effective measure.  

FIGURES 1.12 and 1.13. Monitored presence of FFBs (white/black) around BdM in 2024 (left) and 2025 (right) 
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Nonetheless, it is possible that additional CMM vessels are still positioned within and around the 

shoal without active AIS transmissions, remaining dark to avoid detection. It is crucial, therefore, for 

the Philippine government to sustain its MARPAT missions and MDA flights and utilize other 

monitoring platforms to maintain accurate and up-to-date situational awareness. 

China possibly staging violation of COLREGs by Philippine vessels 

Some CCG vessels may be intentionally staging certain scenarios wherein Philippine vessels would 

appear to violate the COLREGs, while also harassing Philippine vessels as part of their ICAD actions. 

For example, Chinese vessels have been observed hoisting day shapes or displaying red lights, 

potentially to create deniability for its movements, especially its speed and maneuvers, in case an 

incident occurs with the Philippine vessels, such as collision. This display may also be for optical 

purposes to portray the Philippine vessels in a negative light by framing its movements as 

threatening to the CCG vesselsõ safety.  

To counter these tactics, crew members onboard Philippine government vessels must be vigilant in 

observing and documenting signals communicated by China-flagged vessels, including flags, day 

shapes, lights, and horns. Such diligence ensures that Philippine vessels remain compliant with the 

COLREGs, especially in situations where Chinese vessels appear to be intentionally maneuvering to 

position Philippine vessels in a manner inconsistent with COLREGs. 

FIGURE 1.14. Line graph comparing the number of monitored FFBs for the months of January to June from 2023 to 2025. 



  

ANNEX 1.1. Heatmap of selected China Coast Guard vessels deployed around BdM. 

ANNEX 1.2. Heatmap of selected Chinese Maritime Militia vessels deployed around BdM. 
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Total Days 

Monitored 

(2025)

CCG Vessels

CCG-5901 1 6 6 7 7 6 7 1 41

CCG-3305 1 6 1 3 3 3 6 3 7 5 7 7 6 7 3 68

CCG-3302 1 6 6 7 7 7 7 7 3 51

CCG-3106 1 4 5

CCG-3304 2 7 4 7 6 4 2 32

CCG-3502 2 6 6 7 4 5 1 5 7 7 7 7 4 2 5 75

CCG-3103 2 5 7 7 7 5 3 1 1 38

CCG-3301 1 1 5 7 7 7 5 6 5 2 1 47

CCG-3104 1 1 1 1 1 1 5 11

CCG-3303 1 1

CCG-3105 1 4 6 3 7 3 6 2 1 4 4 4 5 3 1 54

CCG-5303 1 7 3 2 7 7 7 3 1 6 5 1 50

CCG-3306 1 3 2 5 4 3 4 5 3 30

CCG-21612 5 7 7 7 6 7 3 42

CCG-21557 3 6 6 3 3 21

CCG-4201 4 7 2 13

CCG-5403 3 3

CCG-4106 1 2 1 2 6

CCG-4203 2 6 8
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Total Days 

Monitored 

(2025)

CFVs/CMMVs

QIONG SANSHA YU 00316 1 7 7 4 1 7 7 7 6 7 7 4 65

QIONG SANSHA YU 00318 1 7 7 4 19

QIONG SANSHA YU 00317 1 7 7 4 19

QIONG SANSHA YU 00002 1 7 7 4 19

QIONG SANSHA YU 00304 1 7 7 4 19

QIONG SANSHA YU 00401 1 7 6 4 18

HAI 2 4 3 3 3 2 5 1 7 5 5 3 2 3 6 4 1 2 59

YUE ZHAN YU 08044 3 3 2 1 1 4 1 5 3 2 3 1 3 2 4 2 4 1 2 1 48

YUE ZHAN YU 08045 3 1 2 2 2 1 5 2 3 3 1 3 2 1 3 1 35

YUE ZHAN YU 08048 3 2 2 4 4 2 3 7 3 1 1 32

QIONG SANSHA YU 00117 4 7 7 7 7 7 5 44

QIONG SANSHA YU 00217 4 7 7 7 7 7 5 44

QIONG SANSHA YU 00303 4 7 7 7 6 4 1 36

QIONG SANSHA YU 00116 4 7 7 6 7 6 4 41

QIONG SANSHA YU 00008 4 7 6 7 7 7 4 42

QIONG SANSHA YU 00311 2 2 3 3 1 7 2 20

YUE ZHONG YU 18202 2 4 4 1 2 1 14

QIONG SANSHA YU 00306 4 7 6 7 7 7 7 7 52

QIONG SANSHA YU 00308 4 7 6 7 7 6 7 7 51

QIONG SANSHA YU 00006 4 7 5 6 7 7 7 7 50

QIONG SANSHA YU 00108 4 7 5 5 6 7 7 7 48

QIONG SANSHA YU 00315 4 7 5 6 6 6 7 7 48

QIONG SANSHA YU 00314 2 7 6 1 7 6 7 7 43

QIONG SANSHA YU 00105 1 7 7 7 7 7 7 4 47

QIONG SANSHA YU 00106 1 7 7 7 7 7 7 4 47

QIONG SANSHA YU 00206 1 7 7 7 7 7 7 3 46

QIONG SANSHA YU 00121 1 7 7 7 7 7 3 39

QIONG SANSHA YU 00119 1 7 7 7 2 24

QIONG LIN YU 11777 7 4 2 3 1 17

QIONG SANSHA YU 00312 2 6 8

QIONG SANSHA YU 00220 2 6 8

QIONG SANSHA YU 00118 2 6 8

QIONG SANSHA YU 00113 1 6 7

YU 00101 1 5 6
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ANNEX 1.3. Closest approach of PCG vessels (white triangle) and BFAR vessels (blue triangle) towards BdM during maritime 

patrol operations.  

ANNEX 1.4. Recorded locations where CCG (red) and PLA-N (yellow) ships were first monitored (triangle) and where they 

disengaged (x) from following Philippine vessels. 



 

 

 

    

˻- ́̈˷̄̈˻˷̉ 

Over the past six months, the PCG has 

undertaken key initiatives designed to bolster 

Philippine presence and fortify the countryõs 

assertions in the West Philippine Sea amid 

continuing external threats. During this period, 

the PCG conducted 34 deployments, including 

five MDA flights, and participated in five 

Philippine Navy (PN) escort missions to 

Ayungin Shoal. It also carried out 10 separate 

initiatives aimed at enhancing maritime 

security and advancing marine scientific 

research efforts, in addition to jointly 

conducting 28 patrols with BFAR. Collectively, 

these efforts demonstrate the Philippinesõ 

strategic investment in the KIG. 

However, these expanded operations have 

been met with more clear-cut methods and 

assertive stances from Chinese vessels. Since 

early 2025, Chinese state vessels have 

consistently shadowed PCG operations, while 

FIGURE 2.1. Philippine map indicating the location of Kalayaan 

Island Group, boxed in red. 

aircraft from the PLA-N have been deployed 

to deter Philippine activities, particularly in the 

vicinity of the Pag-asa Cays near Pag-asa 

Island. While Chinese vesselsõ focus intensified 

in this area, Escoda Shoal remains inaccessible 

to Philippine forces, highlighting a critical gap 

in Philippine efforts. In contrast, the PN's 

rotation and resupply mission to Ayungin Shoal 

is the sole functioning bilateral mechanism with 

China, operating under a òprovisional 

understandingó established in 2024. 

˻˻- ˵˺˻̀˷̅˷ ̈˷̅̅˷˾ ˳˵̆˻̈˻̆̋ 

China has maintained a considerable maritime 

presence in the KIG, continuing a pattern 

established last year. In the first half of 2025, 

the PCG recorded more than 1,100 Chinese 

vessels in the region, with CMM vessels 

accounting for around 87 percent of this total. 

These CMM vessels were predominantly 

monitored in and around Chinese bases like 



 

 

  

Panganiban Reef, Kagitingan Reef, and Zamora 

Reef, as well as known sheltering areas like 

near Pag-asa Island, Pagkakaisa Bank, and 

Rozul Reef, among others (FIGURE 2.2). Data 

also indicates February, March, and June 

recording high numbers. These increases 

coincided with weather disturbances and the 

influx of both CMM and legitimate fishing 

vessels, driven in part by Chinaõs unilateral 

fishing ban in the northern section of the 

South China Sea from May onwards.  

CCG vessels, meanwhile, have maintained 

routine patrols in the vicinity of Ayungin Shoal 

and Escoda Shoal, with a marked focus on 

deploying Hulai-II and Hutao-II class vessels 

(bearing bow number in the 21*** series) 

(ANNEX 2.1). CCG-5101, 5102, and 5103 

continue to be regular fixtures near Pag-asa 

Island (ANNEX 2.2), while others ply across the 

region and respond to Philippine 

deployments. 

FIGURE 2.2. Chinese Maritime Militia vessels in the Kalayaan Island Group from January to June 2025 per KIG feature 

Notes: Fluctuations may partly be due to missing data 

            òTotal CMM vessels in KIGó Line represents possible unique vessels in the KIG, whereas the stacked bars include duplicates due to  

            vessels visiting multiple areas within the period 

 

 In contrast, PLA-N ships remain largely 

undetected via AIS and primarily monitored 

through physical monitoring or occasional ISR 

flights. While PLA-N ships show limited 

engagement during PCG-specific operations, 

their presence is utilized to project operational 

strength and reach. PLA-N aircraft have also 

been used as a deterrent around Pag-asa 

Island more frequently since the April 2025 

Global Times report stating that CCG 

personnel raised the Chinese flag on Pag-asa 

Cay 2. The PCG, in joint operations with the 

BFAR, Navy, and the PNP Maritime Group, has 

continued to challenge these claims, often 

encountering CCG aggression, RHIB 

deployments, and more recently, the use of a 

water cannon.  

From 22 to 24 January, the BFAR, in joint 

operations with the PCG, deployed BRP DATU 

PAGBUAYA (MMOV-3003) and BRP DATU 

BANKAW (MMOV-3304) for MARPAT duties in 

Pag-asa Island. The Philippine contingent was 

initially tailed by PLA-N 547. However, upon 



 

  

reaching the KIG region, the PLA-N ship was 

replaced by CCG-4106 and 4202. Upon arrival 

in Pag-asa Island and subsequent deployment 

of RHIBs for a survey of the Pag-asa Cays, 

RHIB-to-RHIB action occurred, during which a 

medium-lift Chinese helicopter flew at low 

altitude to disrupt operations (FIGURE 2.4). 

Some CCG personnel onboard the RHIB 

wielded steel batons and hooks in a menacing 

manner toward Filipino personnel.  

On 21 May, during another MARPAT in the 

Pag-asa Cays using BFAR vessels BRP DATU 

SANDAY (MMOV-3002) and BRP DATU 

PAGBUAYA (MMOV-3003), CCG-21559 

immediately intercepted the vessels, 

conducted dangerous maneuvers, and 

activated its water cannon, hitting BRP DATU 

SANDAY directly. The same CCG vessel also 

collided with the BFAR vessel while they were 

located approximately 0.6 nautical miles 

southwest of Pag-asa Cay 2. This incident 

marked the first recorded water cannon 

aggression by the CCG within Pag-asa Islandõs 

territorial sea.  

There also appears to be an increased interest 

in Philippine Archipelagic Sea Lane (ASL) 

routes. At least four Chinese Vessels of Interest 

(VOIs) were documented deliberately crossing 

Palawanõs municipal waters. In February, three 

PLA-N ships disregarded standard maritime 

protocols by failing to properly identify 

themselves when challenged during their 

passage from Mindoro Strait heading south. 

Shortly after, a Chinese research and survey 

(CRS) vessel LAN HAI 101 entered the 

Philippine EEZ on 09 February from Port 

Klang, Malaysia, en route to Shandong, China. 

The vesselõs reported reason for traversing the 

Sulu Sea was to avoid inclement weather west 

of Palawan.  

On 01 April, the PCG detected CRS vessel 

SONG HANG transiting through Mindoro 

Strait. After an initial failed radio transmission 

by PCG Aircraft RP-C251, BRP MALAPASCUA 

(MRRV-4403) deployed and intercepted the 

vessel approximately 32 nautical miles north-

northeast of Mapun Island on 03 April. The 

PCG confirmed that the vessel intended to pass 

through the Sibutu Passage to reach southeast 

of the Indian Ocean to òcatch fishó.  

A Shupang-Class AGS vessel of the PLA-N, 

identified as HAI YANG 22, was monitored 

roughly 36 nautical miles northwest of 

Cagayancillo Island on 07 June. The PLA-N 

ship proceeded southward, departing 

Philippine jurisdiction through Tawi-Tawi on 09 

June. Philippine Navy ship BRP GENERAL 

MARIANO ALVAREZ (PS176) shadowed the 

vessel, while the PCG deployed BRP CAPE SAN 

AGUSTIN (MRRV-4408) in the Balabac Strait as 

a precautionary measure in case it moved 

westward. 
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FIGURE 2.3. In April 2025, Global Times released images 

showing CCG personnel displaying their national flag at Pag-

asa Cay 2. In response, the PCG, PN, and PNP-MARIG 

deployed composite teams to reinforce Philippine jurisdiction 

over the area. 

 

FIGURE 2.4. During a mission from 22 to 24 January, 

around Pag-asa Island, the BFAR was subjected to 

dangerous maneuvers while a medium-lift Chinese 

helicopter flew at low altitude. 



 

  ˻˻˻- ̈˻˷̆̀˳˿˷̅˷ ̈˷̅̅˷˾ 
˿́̀˻̆́̄˻̀˹ 
Meanwhile, Vietnamese state vessels have 

consistently remained near Vietnamese-

occupied features in the KIG. Alongside these 

government vessels, Vietnamese Fishing 

Vessels (VFVs) have carried out fishing activities 

across a wide expanse of the region. VFVs were 

most frequently reported near Hilagang 

Peligro Reef, Mascardo Reef, Likas Island, and 

Lawak and Patag Islands, among others. These 

sightings suggest that VFVs are able to operate 

in multiple parts of KIG with relatively few 

restrictions. 

In addition to fishing activities, cargo ships and 

dredgers have been detected operating 

around Vietnam-occupied features, pointing 

to the likelihood of ongoing reclamation and 

construction efforts. The presence of such 

vessels indicates not only the maintenance of 

existing facilities but also the expansion of 

infrastructure. 

In the first six months of 2025, the PCG 

recorded more than 1,200 Vietnamese vessels 

operating in the region, with February and 

March logging the highest numbers (FIGURE 

2.6). 

˻̈- ̂˺˻˾˻̂̂˻̀˷ ˷˸˸́̄̆̅ 

Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA)  

The PCG began 2025 with a renewed focus on 

improving maritime domain awareness 

through a more systematic validation of data 

collected from various monitoring platforms. In 

late January, the PCG deployed its Islander 251 

aircraft to carry out aerial surveillance mission 

over key fishing areas, including Hasa-Hasa 

Shoal, Dalagang Bukid Shoal, Kanduli Shoal, 

and Abad Santos Shoal.  

From April onwards, the PCG increased the 

frequency of these operations in response to 

the presence of VOIs. Four additional sorties 

carried out were conducted during this period, 

two of which specifically targeted the presence 

FIGURE 2.6.  

Kalayaan Island Group Vessel Monitoring, January to June 2025 

Sources: AIS, ISR, Physical monitoring, and EO imagery 

 



 

  

of HAI YANG 22 as it exited Philippine 

archipelagic waters. 

Maritime Environmental Protection 

In line with its mandate on marine 

environmental protection, the PCGõs recently 

formed Marine Scientist Group (PCG-MSG) 

collaborated with the University of the 

Philippines-Marine Science Institute (UP-MSI) 

to launch conservation activities on Pag-asa 

Island. BRP MELCHORA AQUINO (MRRV-

9702) facilitated the transport of personnel 

tasked with gathering samples for coral reef 

restoration and releasing of around 100 turtle 

hatchlings along the shores of Pag-asa Island 

in February.  

Formal activities under the Pag-asa Island 

Coral Restoration project commenced on 28 

May. These included educational seminars for 

PCG personnel on proper coral plantation 

installation and measurement techniques, as 

well as the deployment of coral frames and 

fragments in the southern region of the island 

(FIGURES 2.7 to 2.11). These efforts marked the 

second phase of the islandõs coral 

rehabilitation program. 

In addition to the UP-MSI project, the PCG also 

established a working arrangement with the 

Palawan Council for Sustainable Development 

to conduct maritime scientific research 

activities in Lawak Island, Pag-asa Island, and 

Rozul Reef. The initial mission, launched in 

June, concluded around mid-June following 

the inspection and assessment of possible 

damages related to the grounding incident 

involving CMM vessel QIONG LE YU 16838 in 

Pag-asa Reef 1 on 07 June (FIGURES 2.12 to 

2.15).  

KBBM Program 

Prior to the formal launch of the KBBM 

program, significant progress has already been 

accomplished in supporting local fisherfolk. 

From 03 to 04 February, the PCG organized a 

Fishermen Congress in Puerto Princesa, 

Palawan, which successfully engaged 48 boat 

captains in a series of informative capacity-

building sessions. It served as a platform for 

dialogue among stakeholders and included 

workshops designed to enhance the 

participants' preparedness for maritime 

challenges. Attendees were also equipped with 
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FIGURE 2.7 to 2.11. The Pag-asa Island Coral Restoration Project Phase 2 commenced on 28 May, starting with informational seminars 

for PCG personnel on the proper installation and measurement of coral plantations, alongside the physical deployment of coral frames 

and fragments in the southern region of Pag-asa Island. 

 



 

  essential medical knowledge and educated on 

environmentally sustainable fishing practices.  

On 14 June, in line with the KBBM program, 

PCG vessels BRP CAPE ENGA¤O (MRRV-

4408) and BRP CAPE SAN AGUSTIN (MRRV-

4411), together with 10 Filipino Fishing Boats, 

BFARõs BRP LAPU-LAPU, and M/V 

MAMALAKAYA ventured towards the KIG to 

drop 20 FADs in the sea areas of Hasa-Hasa 

Shoal and Kanduli Shoal (FIGURES 2.16 to 2.21). 

The primary objective of the FADs is to bolster 

the livelihoods of Filipino fishermen by 

improving their fish catch, while also 

contributing to the national government's 

KBBM program in the KIG region.  

PN Rotation and Resupply Mission 

Since the start of 2025, the PCG has supported 

five PN RORE missions. The latest RORE 

mission, which took place in mid-June, 

concluded with BRP CAPE ENGA¤O logging 

the closest approach to Ayungin Shoal, 

reaching a distance of 14.33 nautical miles 

north-northeast of the shoal. This operation 

differed from previous ones in that the PCG 

departed from Kanduli Shoal rather than 

Palawan, prompting the CCG to  issue warnings 

and exhibit aggression approximately 20 to 29 

nautical miles north-northeast of Escoda Shoal. 

This stood in contrast to the January RORE 

mission, during which CCG vessels issued 

similar warnings toward BRP MALAPASCUA 

closer to Ayungin Shoal, around 15 nautical 

miles, but CCG blocking maneuvers were less 

pronounced. Meanwhile, in the March RORE 

mission, the PCGõs attempts to approach the 

shoal from Hubo Reef were met with active 

blockings and issuance of radio challenges. 

Despite this, the PCG still managed to 

approach 12.0 nautical miles of Ayungin Shoal. 

These developments reflect growing concern 

over China's incremental efforts to exert 

greater control over Philippine maritime 

operations. With each mission, China has 

increasingly enforced its demands by either 

adjusting its vessel deployments or issuing 

radio challenges, insisting that PCG vessels 

withdraw or cease their activities. Such 

behavior underscores China's apparent 

FIGURE 2.12 to 2.15. PCG and PCSD joint inspection and assessment of possible damages related to the grounding incident involving 

CMM vessel QIONG LE YU 16838 in Pag-asa Reef 1 on 07 June. 



 

  

disregard for the supposed òprovisional 

understandingó, particularly in the aspect 

concerning PCG participation.  

̈- ˳̀˳˾̋̅˻̅ 

Chinaõs deployments in the KIG 

China's actions against PCG MARPAT missions 

have so far followed a routine pattern. In each 

mission, from PCGõs entry into the KIG to its 

conclusion, at least one Chinese state vessel 

has consistently maintained surveillance. This is 

likely a precautionary measure to prevent a 

possible repeat of a BRP TERESA MAGBANUA 

situation, when a PCG vessel was left 

unattended and began a long-term 

deployment in Escoda Shoal without 

encountering initial interference from Chinese 

authorities. A similar approach has been 

observed during BFAR maritime patrols, with 

Chinaõs level of aggression contingent upon 

verification of intended activities. 

Chinaõs ICAD actions have become more 

intentional compared to last year, potentially in 

anticipation of developments stemming from 

the strengthened relationship between like-

minded countries and the Philippines. The 

current regional impressions expected to favor 

the Philippines in territorial disputes may also 

be contributing factors to Chinaõs renewed 

focus on the Philippinesõ operations in the 

region. 

The observed increase in the deployment of 

Hulai-II and Hutao-I class vessels in areas 

frequently targeted by Philippine state 

operations plays into these ICAD activities of 

China. Employing these smaller, more agile 

vessels is well-suited for executing close-range 

maneuvers aimed at intercepting Philippine 

vessels. Simultaneously, it aids in crafting an 

alternative narrative that minimizes their 

involvement, allowing flexibility in shaping 

perceptions, such as portraying the PCG as 

violating COLREGs. This intent is apparent in 

their radio communications, which seek to 

upend the narrative against the Philippines 

and present themselves as a position of moral 

superiority in Chinaõs propaganda releases. 

Swarming of Chinese Vessels 

The practice of seeking shelter within the KIG 

has been a frequent occurrence, especially 

during the initial part of the year. The year 2025 

specifically began with a strengthened Siberian 

High-pressure system, which brought stronger 

northeasterly winds towards the Philippines, 

causing rough seas in Northwestern Luzon. 

By June, the strengthening of the southwest 

monsoon increased the likelihood of fish 

aggregations in the KIG region, attracting 

legitimate fishing vessels. This development, 
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FIGURES 2.16 to 2.21.  

On 14 June 2025, BRP CAPE ENGA¤O, BRP CAPE SAN AGUSTIN, BRP LAPU-LAPU, and M/V MAMALAKAYA, and 10 FFBs ventured towards 

the KIG to drop 20 FADs in the sea areas of Hasa-Hasa Shoal and Kanduli Shoal. 



 

Φ coupled with adverse sea conditions and 
Chinaõs unilateral fishing ban in the northern 

sector of the SCS, accounts for the bulk of the 

maritime activity and elevated monitoring 

figures observed over the years. These same 

factors may also explain the high 

concentration of vessels at Chinaõs bases 

during this period. 

The funding or subsidized mechanisms that 

sustain CMM deployments are still unclear. 

Nevertheless, observable deployment patterns 

suggest the existence of CMM mobilization 

schemes during seasonal changes. Only a 

subset of vessels, possibly falling under the 

category described by the Asia Maritime 

Transparency Initiative (AMTI) as òProfessional 

Maritime Militia Fishing Vessels,ó continue to 

operate during this period. These vessels are 

typically better equipped1, while the others 

seem to be sheltering, disengaged from 

operations at this time.  

Philippine efforts in the WPS 

The Philippinesõ sustained efforts in the KIG, 

especially initiatives targeting marine 

environmental protection and fisherfolk 

community development, underscore the 

nationõs long-term investment and dedication 

to the region. Consequently, China may 

perceive these actions as signs of increased 

Philippine activity and a more assertive stance 

in the area, potentially seeking to counter them 

early. The projects in Rozul Reef and Kanduli 

Shoal under the KBBM, to be specific, may 

become a potential source of conflict, possibly 

perceived as a precursor to what may become 

enduring disputes similar to Escoda and 

Ayungin Shoal. This could then lead China to 

escalate its activities in the area.  

Likewise, China is likely to capitalize on the 

mediaõs focus on these activities as part of its 

propaganda strategy, reinforcing established 

narratives. The anticipated discourse may 

portray the Philippines as provoking conflicts 

or causing lasting harm to the marine 

ecosystem due to its limited understanding of 

the Philippine-led initiatives to revitalize the 

region. 

PN RORE 

The monotonous picture in the Ayungin Shoal 

operations highlights the significance of 

adopting diverse approaches, regardless of the 

òprovisional understanding,ó during the PN 

RORE to discern better what would most 

effectively serve Philippine interests, rather 

than adhering to a framework more attuned to 

Chinaõs projection of authority. As observed, 

the operations at Ayungin Shoal have grown 

increasingly standardized to accommodate 

Chinaõs operational ease, including measures 

such as restricting the PCGõs access and 

imposing specific behavioral demands. 

Increased aggression in Pag-asa Island 

The circumstances concerning Pag-asa Island 

are progressing toward a more unstable 

scenario by the latter part of 2025. Reports 

reflected above suggest a rise in Chinese 

assertiveness, characterized by aggressive 

maneuvers within the territorial waters of Pag-

asa Island stemming from their position on the 

sandy cays. Pag-asa Cay 2 is significant as a 

high-tide elevation capable of generating a 

territorial sea. 
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ANNEX 2.2. Heatmap of selected China Coast Guard vessels deployed in Ayungin Shoal 

ANNEX 2.1. Heatmap of selected China Coast Guard vessels deployed in Pag-asa Island 



  

˻˻- ˵˺˻̀˷̅˷ ̄˷̅˷˳̄˵˺ ̈˷̅̅˷˾ 
˳˵̆˻̈˻̆˻˷̅ 
In February, the CRS vessel LAN HAI 101 sailed 

from Malaysia to Shandong, China, transiting 

through the Philippine EEZ (FIGURE 3.1). To avoid 

unfavorable sea conditions west of Palawan, the 

vessel opted to pass through the Sulu Sea. The 

PN confirmed that LAN HAI 101 complied with 

protocols while navigating through the countryõs 

archipelagic waters. BRP MELCHORA AQUINO 

escorted the ship as it passed north of Palawan 

and later directed BRP CABRA to intercept as it 

headed towards BdM (FIGURES 3.2 and 3.3) 

LAN HAI 101 is owned and operated by the 

Chinese Academy of Fishery Sciences1. It is 

equipped with onboard laboratories, capable of 

collecting and analyzing samples for a range of 

missions, including fisheries resource survey, 

stock assessment, and ecological monitoring. 

In April, the PCG detected CRS vessel SONG 

HANG2 traversing the Mindoro Strait from 

Shanghai, China (FIGURES 3.4 to 3.6). To address 

and verify the intention of the vessel and its 

route, the PCG dispatched PCG Islander RP-C251 

and BRP MALAPASCUA to intercept the vessel. 

The PCG confirmed that SONG HANG planned 

to transit through the Sibutu Passage en route to 

the southeast of the Indian Ocean.  

˻- ́̈˷̄̈˻˷̉  
Aside from monitoring BdM and features in the 

KIG, the PCG also focused on Chinese research 

and survey vessels engaged in unauthorized 

marine scientific research activities in the 

Philippine EEZ, especially in the Luzon Strait and 

Batanes area due to the countryõs proximity to 

Taiwan and the evolving dynamics in the region.  

For the first half of 2025, these vessels were found 

conducting potentially dual-use scientific 

operations such as seabed mapping and 

deploying deep-sea submersibles without prior 

consent, which is a direct violation of Philippine 

sovereignty under domestic laws and the 

UNCLOS. The PCG responded by deploying 

aerial and floating assets, and issuing radio 

challenges to highlight and assert maritime rights 

and expose foreign incursions.  

However, the persistent presence of these vessels 

underscores critical enforcement gaps and raises 

concerns over the broader strategic implications 

of Chinese maritime activities, particularly 

regarding intelligence gathering and 

preparedness in sensitive areas. 

 

 

FIGURE 3.1. Historical track of LAN HAI 101 

FIGURES 3.2 and 3.3. LAN HAI 101 

transiting through Philippine EEZ. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

2
0

2
5

 
W

E
S

T
 

P
H

I
L

I
P

P
I

N
E-

S
E

A
 S

e
m

i A
n

n
u

a
l R

e
p

o
rt (

Ja
n

u
a

ry to
 Ju

n
e

 20
2

5
)

 

In the same month, the PCG monitored the 

presence of three CRS vessels operating near the 

Batanes area, and well within the Philippine EEZ. 

These vessels were identified as ZHONG SHAN 

DA XUE, DIAN KE 1 HAO, and ZHE HAI KE 1. In 

response, the PCG deployed its Islander RP-4177 

aircraft to conduct aerial surveillance. During this 

mission, the PCG successfully documented the 

presence of ZHONG SHAN DA XUE (FIGURES 3.7 

to 3.9) and issued a radio challenge to the vessel, 

but received no response. 

ZHONG SHAN DA XUE3, 4, owned by Sun Yat-sen 

University, is Chinaõs largest global-class 

oceanographic research vessel. Built mainly for 

research and educational missions, it measures 

114.3 meters in length with a beam of 19.4 

meters. It is capable of reaching a maximum 

speed of 14.5 knots and can conduct a 60-day 

voyage carrying up to 100 persons on board, 

including 26 crew and 74 scientists. 

DIAN KE 1 HAO5, owned by China Electronics 

Technology Group Corporation, is known as 

Chinaõs first integrated electronic test ship 

equipped with advanced shipborne electronic 

systems. It provides navigation service support, 

integrated test guarantee, application service 

guarantee, and engineering operation and 

maintenance guarantee. It also provide 

information services and data products to Chinaõs 

military and the police. Meanwhile, ZHE HAI KE 

1, owned by Zhejiang Ocean University, is built for 

general scientific research in the region. 

In May, the PCG dispatched Islander RP-829 to 

monitor the activities of another CRS vessel, TAN 

SUO SAN HAO (òDiscovery 3ó), off the coast of 

FIGURE 3.4. Historical track of SONG HANG 
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PETROLEUM SERVICE CONTRACTS

OVERLAPPING CLAIM

CHINA EEZ

VIETNAM EEZ

MALAYISA EEZ

BRUNEI EEZ

INDONESIA EEZ

BEI DIAO 996
2025 HISTORICAL TRAIL

29 MAR(ENTERED)TO 04 APR 2025(DEPARTED)HISTORICAL TRACK
9Q3Q+C8W YUANSHA TOWN, CHONGMING

DISTRICT, SHANGHAI, CHINA
Departure Date:26 MAR 2025

SONG HANG
26 MARCHð04 APRIL 2025 HISTORICAL TRAIL

NEAREST APPROACH: 8NM WEST OF BONGAO ISLAND, TAWI-TAWI

LEGEND

PH EEZ

KIG/ BDM

TERRITORIAL SEA

EXTENDED CONTINENTAL SHELF

PETROLEUM SERVICE CONTRACTS

OVERLAPPING CLAIM

CHINA EEZ

VIETNAM EEZ

MALAYISA EEZ

BRUNEI EEZ

INDONESIA EEZ

BONGAO ISLAND

FIGURES 3.5 and 3.6. Aerial photos of 

SONG HANG 

FIGURE 3.7. Historical track of ZHONG SHAN DA XUE 

LEGEND

PH EEZ

KIG/ BDM

TERRITORIAL SEA

EXTENDED CONTINENTAL SHELF

PETROLEUM SERVICE CONTRACTS

OVERLAPPING CLAIM

CHINA EEZ

VIETNAM EEZ

MALAYISA EEZ

BRUNEI EEZ

INDONESIA EEZ

R768+XMV JINWAN DISTRICT, ZHUHAI,

GUANGDONG PROVINCE, CHINA
Departure Date:

01 APR 2025

Arrival Date:

08 JUN 2025

30 MAY(ENTERED)TO 05 JUN 2025(DEPARTED)

HISTORICAL TRAIL

VISITED AREAS: SIKATUNA SHOAL,

AYUNGIN SHOAL, AND BDM

02 APR(ENTERED)TO 16 MAY 2025(DEPARTED)

HISTORICAL TRAIL

NEAREST APPROACH: 15NM NORTH OF
YõAMI ISLAND

YõAMI ISLAND

ZHONG SHAN DA XUE
01 APRð08 JUNE 2025 HISTORICAL TRAIL

BDM

FIGURES 3.8 and 3.9. Aerial photos of 

ZHONG SHAN DA XUE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ilocos Norte (FIGURE 3.10). PCG vessel BRP 

TERESA MAGBANUA was also deployed to 

observe and shadow the vessel. 

PCG personnel onboard both assets 

documented TAN SUO SAN HAO carrying 

unauthorized MSR activities within Philippine 

waters. The vessel launched a manned deep-sea 

submersible vessel, SHEN HAI YONG SHI or 

òDeep-Sea Warrior,ó as well as a yellow 

rectangular survey equipment (FIGURES 3.11 to 

3.12). The PCG issued multiple radio challenges 

against TAN SUO SAN HAO, emphasizing 

domestic and international laws, particularly the 

Philippine Maritime Zones Act, the UNCLOS, and 

the 2016 Arbitral Award. 

TAN SUO SAN HAO is Chinaõs first deep-sea, 

multi-functional scientific research and 

archaeological vessel. Operated by the Institute 

of Deep-Sea Science and Engineering, Chinese 

Academy of Sciences (IDSSE-CAS), it entered 

service in December 2024. Along with IDSSE-

CAS, the vessel is also supported by the 

Government of Hainan Province and the 

Development and Construction Limited 

Company of Sanya Yazhou Bay Science and 

Technology City. The CRS vessel is equipped with 

multidisciplinary scientific research facilities and 

can accommodate up to 32 crew members and 

48 scientists. It is also considered as an 

òicebreaker shipó and capable of deploying 

deep-sea research submersibles, including 

Striver, Deep Sea Warrior, and Jiaolong, among 

others. The vessel has an overall length of 104.0 

meters, a beam of 19.7 meters, a draft of 6.7 

meters, and a displacement of 9,300 tons.6  

Other CRS vessels that transited through 

different areas of the Philippine EEZ and may 

likewise have been engaged in MSR activities 

during the period are presented in the 

ANNEXES. 

˻˻-˻ ˳̀ ˳˾̋̅˻̅ 
The continued presence and unauthorized 

activities of CRS vessels within the Philippine EEZ, 

as well as the extended continental shelf, 

constitute clear violations of both national and 

international laws, particularly the provisions of 

the UNCLOS. These legal instruments affirm the 

Philippinesõ sovereign rights over the 

exploration, exploitation, and management of 

maritime resources.  

These vessels have been observed carrying out 

unauthorized activities related not just to MSR 

but also intelligence gathering and surveillance, 

especially given the areaõs proximity to Taiwan 

and key maritime passages.  

Under UNCLOS, foreign states must request 

consent at least six months in advance before 

conducting MSR in Philippine waters, yet no such 

application or notification was received. The PCG 

should remain vigilant in monitoring and 

challenging these incursions, reinforcing national 

maritime rights, and advocating for diplomatic 

actions in response to Chinaõs ICAD operations. 

 

FIGURE 3.10. Historical track of TAN SUO SAN HAO 

 

LEGEND

PH EEZ

KIG/ BDM

TERRITORIAL SEA

EXTENDED CONTINENTAL SHELF

PETROLEUM SERVICE CONTRACTS

OVERLAPPING CLAIM

CHINA EEZ

VIETNAM EEZ

MALAYISA EEZ

BRUNEI EEZ

INDONESIA EEZ

TAN SUO SAN HAO
27 APRILð19 JULY 2025 HISTORICAL TRAIL

29 APR(1STENTRANCE)TO 05 MAY 2025(DEPARTED)

20 MAY(2NDENTRANCE)TO 22 MAY 2025(DEPARTED)

MMJ6+284 NANSHA DISTRICT,

GUANGZHOU, GUANGDONG
PROVINCE, CHINA

Arrival Date:

19 JUL 2025

6FMR+8VQ TIANYA DISTRICT,

SANYA, HAINAN, CHINA
1STDeparture Date:

27 APR 2025

1STArrival Date:

06 MAY 2025

2NDDeparture Date:
18 MAY 2025

15 JUN(3rdENTRANCE)TO 17 JUN 2025(DEPARTED)

NEAREST APPROACH: 4NM SOUTH OF FUGA ISLAND

FUGA ISLAND

FIGURES 3.11 and 3.12. TAN SUO SAN 

HAO conducting unauthorized MSR 
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ANNEX 3.1. LAN BO 1 HAO details7 

 

DETAILS

4,711 tonsG. Tonnage412330910MMSI

99.8 metersLength2012Year Built

17.8 metersWidth15.8 knotsMax. Speed

Institute of Oceanology, Chinese Academy
of Sciences

Owner/
Operator

Marine Design & Research Institute of China/
Wuchang Shipbuilding Industry Co., Ltd.

Designer/
Builder

NOTABLE FEATURES

1. Equipped with advanced systems (water column,
seafloor, anddeep seaexploration systems, atmospheric
detection system, and remote sensing validation system)

2. Equipped with advanced shipboard laboratories

MONITORING

ACTIVITYLOCATIONDATE/S

Transit;
Possible MSR

Luzon Strait
17 February
to 16 April
2025

LEGEND

PH EEZ

KIG/ BDM

TERRITORIAL SEA

EXTENDED CONTINENTAL SHELF

PETROLEUM SERVICE CONTRACTS

OVERLAPPING CLAIM

CHINA EEZ

VIETNAM EEZ

MALAYISA EEZ

BRUNEI EEZ

INDONESIA EEZ

KE XUE
17 FEBRUARYð16 APRIL 2025 HISTORICAL TRAIL

21 FEB( 1STENTRANCE)TO 23 FEB 2025(DEPARTED)

NEAREST APPROACH: 7NM NORTH OF YõAMI ISLAND

14 APR( 2NDENTRANCE)TO 15 APR2025(DEPARTED)

YõAMI ISLAND

F27H+57P HAICANG DISTRICT, XIAMEN,

FUJIAN, CHINA
Departure Date: Arrival Date:

17 FEB 2025 16 APR 2025

SOURCE : CHINA DAILY

ANNEX 3.2. KE XUE details8 

 

DETAILS

4,335 tonsG. Tonnage412360000MMSI

106.0 metersLength2010Year Built

17.4 metersWidthN/AMax. Speed

No. 701 or 708 Research Institutes of China
State Shipbuilding Corporation (CSSC)

Owner/
Operator

Wuchang Shipbuilding Industry Co., Ltd.
Designer/
Builder

NOTABLE FEATURES

1. Multi-purpose survey and research ship

2. Believed to carry advanced systems for seabed
exploration, including deep-sea remotely operated
vehicles, multibeam bathymetry, shallow formation profiling,
and high-resolution seismic acquisition equipment

3. Supports broader studies in marine geology and mineral
resource exploration

MONITORING

ACTIVITYLOCATIONDATE/S

Transit and MSR
Luzon Strait;
Philippine Rise

23 March

to 29 May
2025

LEGEND

PH EEZ

KIG/ BDM

TERRITORIAL SEA

EXTENDED CONTINENTAL SHELF

PETROLEUM SERVICE CONTRACTS

OVERLAPPING CLAIM

CHINA EEZ

VIETNAM EEZ

MALAYISA EEZ

BRUNEI EEZ

INDONESIA EEZ

HAI YANG DI ZHI LIU HAO
23 MARCHð29 MAY 2025 HISTORICAL TRAIL2GVC+263 HUANGPU,

GUANGZHOU, GUANGDONG
PROVINCE, CHINA

Departure Date:

23 MAR 2025

Arrival Date:

29 MAY 2025

24 MAR(ENTERED)TO 26 MAY 2025(DEPARTED)HISTORICAL TRACK

NEAREST APPROACH: 20NM NORTH OF BABUYAN ISLAND

BABUYAN, ISLAND

SOURCE : OTOFUN.NET

ANNEX 3.3. HAI YANG DIZHI LIU HAO (òHAIYANG 6ó) details9 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DETAILS

3,600 tonsG. Tonnage413702290MMSI

78.0 metersLength2017Year Built

17.0 metersWidthN/AMax. Speed

Xiamen University
Owner/
Operator

Guangzhou Shipyard International Co., Ltd
Designer/
Builder

NOTABLE FEATURES

1. Equipped with high-performance acoustic detection
systems

2. Equipped with high-speed remote data transmission
capabilities

3. Equipped with weather radars

4. Can launch uncrewed submarines tomap ocean floor

MONITORING

ACTIVITYLOCATIONDATE/S

Transit;
Possible MSR

West of Bajo de Masinloc;
Luzon Strait

23 March
to 29 May
2025

LEGEND

PH EEZ

KIG/ BDM

TERRITORIAL SEA

EXTENDED CONTINENTAL SHELF

PETROLEUM SERVICE CONTRACTS

OVERLAPPING CLAIM

CHINA EEZ

VIETNAM EEZ

MALAYISA EEZ

BRUNEI EEZ

INDONESIA EEZ

JIA GENG
23 MARCHð29 MAY 2025 HISTORICAL TRAIL

2GVC+263 HUANGPU, GUANGZHOU, GUANGDONG

PROVINCE, CHINA
Departure Date: Arrival Date:

23 MAR 2025 29 MAY 2025

19 MAY(ENTERED)TO 20 MAY 2025(DEPARTED)

NEAREST APPROACH: 25NM NORTH OF YõAMI ISLAND

YõAMI ISLAND

06 APR(ENTERED)TO 08 APR 2025(DEPARTED)

NEAREST APPROACH: 62NM NW OF BDM

BDM

SOURCE : PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

ANNEX 3.4. JIA GENG details10 

 

DETAILS

N/AG. Tonnage412524240MMSI

89.0 metersLength2016Year Built

18.0 metersWidthN/AMax. Speed

N/A
Owner/
Operator

China Electronic Technology Group

Corporation (CETC)

Designer/

Builder

NOTABLE FEATURES

1. Combined marine information equipment test ship

2. Equipped with large-scale heavy lift, A rack, and

helicopter platform

3. Can conduct tests for electronic devices (i.e. drones,
radars, etc.)

4. Supports underwater sound and meteorological
exploration

MONITORING

ACTIVITYLOCATIONDATE/S

Transit;
Possible MSR

Luzon Strait
01 to 20
April 2025

LEGEND

PH EEZ

KIG/ BDM

TERRITORIAL SEA

EXTENDED CONTINENTAL SHELF

PETROLEUM SERVICE CONTRACTS

OVERLAPPING CLAIM

CHINA EEZ

VIETNAM EEZ

MALAYISA EEZ

BRUNEI EEZ

INDONESIA EEZ

DIAN KE 1 HAO
01ð20 APRIL 2025 HISTORICAL TRAIL

849R+8XQ YAZHOU DISTRICT,

SANYA, HAINAN, CHINA
Departure Date:

01 APR 2025

Arrival Date:

20 APR 2025

06 APR(ENTERED)TO 17 APR 2025(DEPARTED)HISTORICAL TRACK

NEAREST APPROACH: 26NM NE OF SANTA ANA, CAGAYAN

SANTA ANA

SOURCE : XINHUA NEWS

ANNEX 3.5. DIAN KE 1 HAO details11 

 

DETAILS

5,380 tonsG. Tonnage413302640MMSI

107.4 metersLength2011Year Built

24.0 metersWidth16 knotsMax. Speed

China Oilfield Services (COSL) subsidiary of
China National Offshore Oil Corporation

Owner/
Operator

Shanghai Shipyard Co., Ltd
Designer/

Builder

NOTABLE FEATURES

1. Three-dimensional deepwater seismic research vessel

2. Equipped withHaijingmarine seismic exploration system

3. Can generate detailed stratigraphic structure maps in
waters up to 3,000 meters deep

4. Designed to tow twelve 8,000-metre cables for marine
seismic data acquisition.

MONITORING

ACTIVITYLOCATIONDATE/S

Transit;
Possible MSR

Kalayaan Island Group;
BalabacStrait;
Sulu Sea

08 April to
26 May
2025

LEGEND

PH EEZ

KIG/ BDM

TERRITORIAL SEA

EXTENDED CONTINENTAL SHELF

PETROLEUM SERVICE CONTRACTS

OVERLAPPING CLAIM

CHINA EEZ

VIETNAM EEZ

MALAYISA EEZ

BRUNEI EEZ

INDONESIA EEZ

HAI YANG SHI YOU 720
08 APRILð26 MAY 2025 HISTORICAL TRAIL

6CVM+CQW POTOU DISTRICT,

ZHANJIANG, GUANGDONG
PROVINCE, CHINA

Departure Date:

08 APR 2025

Arrival Date:

26 MAY 2025

11 APR(ENTERED)TO 22 MAY 2025(DEPARTED)HISTORICAL TRACK

NEAREST APPROACH: 3NM EAST OF MELVILLE, BALABAC,PALAWAN

MELVILLE

SOURCE : SHIPSPOTTING.COM

ANNEX 3.6. HAI YANG SHI YOU 720 details12, 13 
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DETAILS

3,950 tonsG. Tonnage413221490MMSI

89.7 metersLength2021Year Built

18.0 metersWidthN/AMax. Speed

South China Sea Rescue Bureau Ministry of
transport

Owner/
Operator

701 Research Institute/
Wuchang Shipbuilding Industry Group Co.,
Ltd

Designer/
Builder

NOTABLE FEATURES

1. Purpose-built buoy transport and recovery vessel.

2. Outfitted with a stern-mounted A-frame and an anti-sway
lifting device capable of handling 10-meter buoys and
unmanned vehicles.

MONITORING

ACTIVITYLOCATIONDATE/S

Transit and
Possible MSRKalayaan Island Group

28 April to
25 June
2025

LEGEND

PH EEZ

KIG/ BDM

TERRITORIAL SEA

EXTENDED CONTINENTAL SHELF

PETROLEUM SERVICE CONTRACTS

OVERLAPPING CLAIM

CHINA EEZ

VIETNAM EEZ

MALAYISA EEZ

BRUNEI EEZ

INDONESIA EEZ

HAI YANG SHI YOU 720
08 APRILð26 MAY 2025 HISTORICAL TRAIL

6CVM+CQW POTOU DISTRICT,

ZHANJIANG, GUANGDONG
PROVINCE, CHINA

Departure Date:

08 APR 2025

Arrival Date:

26 MAY 2025

11 APR(ENTERED)TO 22 MAY 2025(DEPARTED)HISTORICAL TRACK

NEAREST APPROACH: 3NM EAST OF MELVILLE, BALABAC,PALAWAN

MELVILLE

SOURCE : BAIRD MARITIME

ANNEX 3.7. XIANG YANG HONG 31 details14 

 

DETAILS

N/AG. Tonnage412471257MMSI

42.0 metersLengthN/AYear Built

7.0 metersWidthN/AMax. Speed

N/A
Owner/
Operator

N/A
Designer/
Builder

NOTABLE FEATURES

N/A

MONITORING

ACTIVITYLOCATIONDATE/S

Transit and
Possible MSRKalayaan Island Group

28 April to
27 June
2025

LEGEND

PH EEZ

KIG/ BDM

TERRITORIAL SEA

EXTENDED CONTINENTAL SHELF

PETROLEUM SERVICE CONTRACTS

OVERLAPPING CLAIM

CHINA EEZ

VIETNAM EEZ

MALAYISA EEZ

BRUNEI EEZ

INDONESIA EEZ

7CH3+V8P CHIKAN DISTRICT,

ZHANJIANG, GUANGDONG
PROVINCE, CHINA

Departure Date:

28 APR 2025

Arrival Date:

27 JUN 2025

YUE XIA YU ZHI 20029
28 APRð27 JUNE 2025 HISTORICAL TRAIL

01 MAY(ENTERED)TO 23 JUN 2025(DEPARTED)HISTORICAL TRAIL

VISITED AREAS: PANGANIBAN REEF AND
PAGKAKAISA BANK AND REEFS

ANNEX 3.8. YUE XIA YU ZHI 20029 details 

 

DETAILS

4,500 tonsG. Tonnage413491970MMSI

49.0 metersLengthN/AYear Built

9.0 metersWidthN/AMax. Speed

State Oceanic Administration
Owner/
Operator

N/A
Designer/
Builder

NOTABLE FEATURES

N/A

MONITORING

ACTIVITYLOCATIONDATE/S

Transit and
Possible MSR

Kalayaan Island Group
01 May to
17 June
2025

LEGEND

PH EEZ

KIG/ BDM

TERRITORIAL SEA

EXTENDED CONTINENTAL SHELF

PETROLEUM SERVICE CONTRACTS

OVERLAPPING CLAIM

CHINA EEZ

VIETNAM EEZ

MALAYISA EEZ

BRUNEI EEZ

INDONESIA EEZ

XIANG YANG HONG 302
01 MAY-17 JUNE 2025 HISTORICAL TRAIL

845G+6MF YAZHOU DISTRICT,

SANYA, HAINAN, CHINA
Departure Date:

01 MAY 2025

Arrival Date:

17 JUN 2025

03 MAY(ENTERED)TO 15 JUN 2025(DEPARTED)HISTORICAL TRAIL

VISITED AREAS: ZAMORA REEF, PANGANIBAN REEF, BAYANI
BANKS, PAGKAKAISA BANK AND REEFS, KAGITINGAN REEF,

CALDERON REEF

ANNEX 3.9. XIANG YANG HONG 302 details15 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DETAILS

5,320 tonsG. Tonnage413229620MMSI

87.25 metersLength2020Year Built

19 metersWidth14.2 knotsMax. Speed

Institute of Deep-sea Science and
Engineering-Chinese Academy of Sciences

Owner/
Operator

MaweiShipbuilding Company Ltd.
Designer/
Builder

NOTABLE FEATURES

1. Equipped with 13 laboratories (electromechanical,,
biology, geology, chemistry, geophysics, low-temperature
sample chamber, acoustic control room, data processing
center, among others)

MONITORING

ACTIVITYLOCATIONDATE/S

Transit;
Possible MSR

Luzon Strait;
Philippine Rise

08 May to
20 June
2025

LEGEND

PH EEZ

KIG/ BDM

TERRITORIAL SEA

EXTENDED CONTINENTAL SHELF

PETROLEUM SERVICE CONTRACTS

OVERLAPPING CLAIM

CHINA EEZ

VIETNAM EEZ

MALAYISA EEZ

BRUNEI EEZ

INDONESIA EEZ

TAN SUO ER HAO
08 MAYð20 JUNE 2025 HISTORICAL TRAIL

6FJ9+263 TIANYA DISTRICT,

SANYA, HAINAN, CHINA
Departure Date:

08 MAY 2025

Arrival Date:

20 JUN 2025

10 MAY( 1STENTRANCE)TO 22 MAY 2025(DEPARTED)

16 JUNE( 2NDENTRANCE)TO 17 JUNE 2025(DEPARTED)

NEAREST APPROACH: 5NM NORTH OF PALAUI
ISLAND, SANTA ANA , CAGAYAN

PALAUI ISLAND

ANNEX 3.10. TAN SUO ER HAO (òEXPLORER/DISCOVERY 2ó) details16 

 

DETAILS

N/AG. Tonnage412472321MMSI

N/ALengthN/AYear Built

N/AWidthN/AMax. Speed

N/A
Owner/
Operator

N/A
Designer/
Builder

NOTABLE FEATURES

N/A

MONITORING

ACTIVITYLOCATIONDATE/S

Transit and
Possible MSR

Bajo de Masinloc;
Kalayaan Island Group

11 May to
11 June
2025

LEGEND

PH EEZ

KIG/ BDM

TERRITORIAL SEA

EXTENDED CONTINENTAL SHELF

PETROLEUM SERVICE CONTRACTS

OVERLAPPING CLAIM

CHINA EEZ

VIETNAM EEZ

MALAYISA EEZ

BRUNEI EEZ

INDONESIA EEZ

7CH3+V8P CHIKAN DISTRICT,

ZHANJIANG, GUANGDONG
PROVINCE, CHINA

Departure Date:

11 MAY 2025

Arrival Date:

11 JUN 2025

YUE ZHAN YU KE 9
11 MAYð11 JUNE 2025 HISTORICAL TRAIL

14 MAY(ENTERED)TO 09 JUN 2025(DEPARTED)HISTORICAL TRAIL

VISITED AREAS: ZAMORA REEF AND BDM

BDM

ANNEX 3.11. YUE ZHAN YU KE 9 details 

 

DETAILS

N/AG. Tonnage412536877MMSI

44.0 metersLengthN/AYear Built

7.0 metersWidthN/AMax. Speed

N/A
Owner/
Operator

N/A
Designer/
Builder

NOTABLE FEATURES

N/A

MONITORING

ACTIVITYLOCATIONDATE/S

Transit and
Possible MSR

Kalayaan Island Group;
Bajo de Masinloc

28 May to
08 August
2025

LEGEND

PH EEZ

KIG/ BDM

TERRITORIAL SEA

EXTENDED CONTINENTAL SHELF

PETROLEUM SERVICE CONTRACTS

OVERLAPPING CLAIM

CHINA EEZ

VIETNAM EEZ

MALAYISA EEZ

BRUNEI EEZ

INDONESIA EEZ

7C57+HC5 CHIKAN DISTRICT, ZHANJIANG,

GUANGDONG PROVINCE, CHINA
Departure Date:

28 MAY 2025

Arrival Date:

08 AUG 2025

YUE XIA YU ZHI 20027
28 MAYð08 AUG 2025 HISTORICAL TRAIL

30 MAY(ENTERED)TO 05 AUG 2025(DEPARTED)HISTORICAL TRAIL

VISITED AREAS: PAGðASA ISLAND, BDM, ESCODA SHOAL,
KANDULI SHOAL, PANGANIBAN REEF, HASA-HASA SHOAL,

ROZUL REEF, AND QUIRINO ATOLL

BDM

ANNEX 3.12. YUE XIA YU ZHI 20027 details 

 

SOURCE : INSTITUTE OF DEEP-SEA

SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING, CAS
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DETAILS

3,276 tonsG. Tonnage413576710MMSI

98.0 metersLength2005Year Built

15.0 metersWidth24 knotsMax. Speed

Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR)
South Sea Branch or State Oceanic
Administration

Owner/
Operator

Jiangnan Shipyard-Linhai, China
Designer/
Builder

NOTABLE FEATURES

1. Bathymetric (sea-floor) surveying capability

MONITORING

ACTIVITYLOCATIONDATE/S

Transit;
Possible MSR

Kalayaan Island Group
01 June to
31 July2025

LEGEND

PH EEZ

KIG/ BDM

TERRITORIAL SEA

EXTENDED CONTINENTAL SHELF

PETROLEUM SERVICE CONTRACTS

OVERLAPPING CLAIM

CHINA EEZ

VIETNAM EEZ

MALAYISA EEZ

BRUNEI EEZ

INDONESIA EEZ

HAI CE 3301 (XIANG YANG HONG 33)
01 JUNEð31JULY2025HISTORICAL TRAIL3CQM+QCH HUANGPU,

GUANGZHOU, GUANGDONG
PROVINCE, CHINA

Departure Date:

01 JUN 2025

Arrival Date:

11 AUG 2025

04 JUN(ENTERED)TO 07 AUG 2025(DEPARTED)HISTORICAL TRACK

VISITED AREAS: AYUNGIN SHOAL, PANGANIBAN REEF

SOURCE: SOHU.COM

ANNEX 3.13. HAI CE 3301 (or XIANG YANG HONG 33) details17 

 

DETAILS

5,073 tonsG. Tonnage413523770MMSI

94.45 metersLength1984Year Built

17.9 metersWidth13 knotsMax. Speed

Institute of Deep-sea Science and
Engineering-Chinese Academy of Sciences

Owner/
Operator

AmelsShipyard
Designer/
Builder

NOTABLE FEATURES

1. Equipped with 11 laboratories

2. Equipped with deep-sea operation watch system,
sounding system, sediment collection device, seismic air
and compressor system

3. With auxiliary machinery (portal frame, crane, etc.)

4.Can carry-out deep-sea scientific investigation and tests

MONITORING

ACTIVITYLOCATIONDATE/S

Transit and MSR
Luzon Strait;
Philippine Rise

20 June to
31 July2025

LEGEND

PH EEZ

KIG/ BDM

TERRITORIAL SEA

EXTENDED CONTINENTAL SHELF

PETROLEUM SERVICE CONTRACTS

OVERLAPPING CLAIM

CHINA EEZ

VIETNAM EEZ

MALAYISA EEZ

BRUNEI EEZ

INDONESIA EEZ

TAN SUO YI HAO
20 JUNEð31 JULY2025 HISTORICAL TRAIL

22 JUN(1STENTRANCE)TO 24 JUN 2025(DEPARTED)

27 JUN(2NDENTRANCE)TO 01 JUL 2025(DEPARTED)

6FMR+8VQ TIANYA DISTRICT,

SANYA, HAINAN, CHINA
1STDeparture Date:

20 JUN 2025

1STArrival Date:

07 JUL 2025

2NDDeparture Date:
06 AUG 2025

2NDArrival Date:

17 AUG 2025

09 AUG(3rdENTRANCE)TO 15 AUG 2025(DEPARTED)

NEAREST APPROACH: 5NM NORTH OF PAGUDPUD,

ILOCOS NORTE

PAGUDPUD

SOURCE : INSTITUTE OF DEEP-SEA

SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING, CAS

ANNEX 3.14. TAN SUO YI HAO (òEXPLORER/DISCOVERY 1ó) details18 

 



 

 

 

  

Conduct of Military Activities 

One key aspect of Chinaõs hybrid warfare strategy is its continuous large-scale military operations 

across the region. In April, China conducted the òStrait Thunder 2025Aó near Taiwanese waters, 

involving 135 aircraft from the Peopleõs Liberation Army (PLA), 26 PLA-Navy vessels, 14 CCG vessels, 

and the PLA-N aircraft carrier SHANDONG.2 This exercise is believed to be a simulation of Chinaõs 

invasion plan against Taiwan in 2027.  

China also held the òGolden Dragon 2025ó with Cambodia in May, under the banner of promoting 

peace, friendship, and cooperation. This exercise mobilized 1,331 Cambodian and 845 Chinese 

personnel, together with PLA-N ships CHANGBAISHAN, PANZHIHUA, and GUANGYAN, two new-

model Chinese Z-20 helicopters, 20 reconnaissance and combat drones, unmanned ground 

vehicles, and C5 command vehicles. 2 This signals the deepening military ties between the two 

countries, further strengthened by the inauguration of the Chinese-funded Ream Naval Base.  

˻- ˵˺˻̀˳M̅ ˺̋˴̄˻˶ ̉˳̄˸˳̄˷ 
The most significant developments in the region and in local affairs could be characterized by 

Chinaõs use of hybrid warfare in forwarding its expansionist claim not only in the South China Sea 

but in the vast Indo-Pacific while undermining the respective maritime rights and entitlements of 

neighboring countries. 

 

FIGURE 4.1.  
Summary of Chinaôs Strait Thunder 2025A in around Taiwan last April 
2025 Source: Damien Symon X post 

 



 

These large-scale activities are complemented by the steady deployment of PLA-N ships throughout 

the region. For instance, in January, a naval blockade was staged near the Miyako Strait, Japan, 

involving two PLA-N Jiangkai II-class frigates, one Jiangkai I-class frigate, and three CCG vessels.3 In 

February, live-fire exercises were carried out near Australia and New Zealand, with the participation 

from Jiangkai-class frigate HENYANG, Renhai-class cruiser ZUNYI, and Fuchi-class replenishment 

vessel WEISHANHU in February. 4 More recently, dual PLA-N carrier activities of LIAONING and 

SHANDONG were conducted around Japan, extending beyond the Second Island Chain in the 

Pacific.5  

Deployment of para-military vessels 

Aside from the presence of Chinese-state 

assets, other types of vessels emerged as 

vessels of interests due to their dubious 

activities and their undisclosed relations with 

the Chinese government and military.  

A case in point is HONG TAI, a Togo-registered 

Chinese freighter, which allegedly severed a 

deep-sea cable in Penghu County, Taiwan, in 

February.6 The vessel had reportedly been 

loitering around the area of the cable for three 

days prior to the incident. Taiwanese 

authorities later escorted the freighter back to 

port for proper documentation and 

investigation. 

This incident raised concerns, considering how 

China, through the China Ship Scientific 

Research Center and State Key Laboratory of 

Deep-sea Manned Vehicles, unveiled a new 

deep-sea cable cutter. This cutter is capable of 

operating at depths of up to 4,000 meters, 

doubling the capability of existing cable 

cutters, and can target armored cables crucial 

for global data transmission.7  

It is highly possible that such technology could 

be incorporated to Chinaõs existing fleet of 

research and survey vessels, which continue to 

navigate and conduct activities in different 

parts of the region. Among the vessels 

observed are TAN KAH KEE, ZHONG SHAN 

DAXUE, and BEI DIAO 996.    
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FIGURES 4.2. and 4.3  
Golden Dragon 2025 Exercise between China and Cambodia 
Sources: Global Times and Khmer Times 

CNS CNS 

FIGURES 4.4 
Double PLA-N Carrier Activity around the First and Second 
Island Chains in June 2025 
Source: Newsweek 

FIGURES 4.5 
ong Tai incident in February 2025 
Source: G Captain 



  

 

  

The TAN KAH KEE was reported operating 167 

miles east of Okinotorishima Island, Japan in 

May.8 ZHONG SHAN DA XUE entered and 

conducted survey activities within the 

respective exclusive economic zones (EEZs) of 

Vietnam, Indonesia, Malaysia, and the 

Philippines in the same month. The CRS vessel 

was previously detected performing semi-

circular survey patterns in the northeastern 

part of the Philippines. Meanwhile, BEI DIAO 

996, a 99.6-meter-long CRS vessel, was 

monitored in June within Vietnamõs EEZ and 

has stayed there for an extended period.  

Exploiting diplomacy and 

information operations 

China complements its military and para-

military campaigns with soft power and 

information operation designed to shift public 

opinion in their favor, sway target states to 

surrender their rightful claim over òcontestedó 

areas, and to draw its own sphere of influence 

that can challenge Western dominance.  

Through diplomatic engagements, China 

exploits economic deals, people-to-people 

relations, and financial aids against relatively 

smaller states. In April, President Xi Jinping 

embarked on a tri-country visit to Vietnam, 

Malaysia, and Cambodia, yielding various 

agreements on national defense, security, and 

territorial integrity, among others.9 

In May, China hosted the 2025 China-Pacific 

Island Countries Foreign Ministersõ Meeting, 

where Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi met 

with senior representatives of Pacific Island 

Countries (PIC), such as Kiribati, Fiji, Solomon 

Island, Nauru, Papua New Guinea, Vanuatu, 

Niue, Tonga, and Federated States of 

Micronesia. It also launched the International 

Organization for Mediation, attended by over 

80 countries from Asia, Africa, Latin America, 

and Europe. The organization provides legal, 

voluntary, and non-binding processes of 

mediating international disputes that are 

political and economic in nature. 

This move is seen to be Chinaõs attempt to 

consolidate the support among regional 

blocs, acknowledging how these countries are 

in critical areas across the globe. Moreover, 

forging and maintaining vibrant relations with 

Southeast Asian nations also serves as 

FIGURES 4.6 
China-Pacific Island Countries Foreign Minister Meeting 
Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Peopleôs Republic of China 
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leverage to undermine the legitimacy of their 

maritime rights and entitlements. 

China also implores a wide-scale information 

operations that aims to influence, disrupt, 

corrupt, or usurp the decision-making 

capabilities of target states. In line with the 

Philippine governmentõs transparency initiative 

in the West Philippine Sea, China has been 

constantly publishing and disseminating false 

narratives intended to discredit the Philippine 

governmentõs efforts.  

A report published by PressOne.PH revealed 

107 suspicious accounts on X (formerly Twitter) 

systematically publishing content in support of 

Vice President Sara Duterte, attacking 

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., and pushing 

content against the Philippinesõ claim in the 

West Philippine Sea.10 Many of these posts are 

also issue-driven, given how the accounts have 

boosted screenshots on the deepfake video of 

President Marcos after the passage of the 

Maritime Zones Act and the Archipelagic Sea 

Lanes Act in November 2024.  

Social media posts have circulated on various 

Chinese platforms claiming that Palawan Island 

is actually Zheng He Island and is part of 

China. This claim stems from Palawanõs close 

ties to mainland China, as it once served as a 

òThis is an important sudden 

incident. China has noted the 

news and is closely following 

how this might develop. I would 

like to reiterate Chinaõs 

consistent view that the 

International Criminal Court 

should strictly follow the 

principle of complementarity, 

exercise its functions and 

powers prudently in 

accordance with the law and 

prevent politicization or double 

standards.ó 

FIGURES 4.8 
Statement of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Peopleõs Republic of 

China on Duterteõs Arrest; Source: MFA, PRC 

supply station on the Maritime Silk Road 

connecting East Asia to Southeast Asia.11    

Chinese information operators often cling to 

the clout and popularity of the Duterte family 

to discredit the foreign policy of the current 

administration whom they paint as being 

overly dependent on the United States. This 

Chinese-backing for the Dutertes is evident in 

how the Chinese government and Chinese 

state-sanctioned media outlets issue 

statements and publish articles maligning the 

arrest of former President Duterte12 and 

congratulating him on his recent victory as 

Davao City Mayor.13 Chinese propagandists are 

also framing the results of the national 

elections as mirroring the Filipinosõ disapproval 

of the current administrationõs foreign policy, 

citing the failure of administration-aligned 

candidates to secure majority of seats in the 

upcoming 20th Congress.  

FIGURES 4.7 
Social Media posts in various Chinese social media platforms 

claiming that Palawan is part of China 

Source: National Historical Commission of the Philippines 



  

˻˻- ̂˺˻˾˻̂̂˻̀˷ ˷˸˸́̄̆̅ 
Despite Chinaõs hybrid warfare strategy, the 

Philippines remain steadfast in its commitment 

to uphold its position in the West Philippine 

Sea. The Philippine government maintains 

cordial relations with allies and like-minded 

states through its participation in various 

dialogues and high-impact meetings, such as 

the 2025 Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore14 

and the Dialogue on ASEAN Maritime Security 

(DAMS) in Manila.  

The Philippines is also continuously engaged in 

building and improving its current defense 

posture through the acquisition of relevant 

maritime domain awareness assets, and the 

conduct of various bilateral, trilateral, and 

multilateral exercises to enhance 

interoperability and precision during 

operations. During the period covered, the 

Armed Forces of the Philippines acquired two 

corvettes15 and six offshore patrol vessels16 

from South Koreaõs HD Hyundai Heavy 

Industries. The annual BALIKATAN Exercises 

were also carried out, as well as KAMANDAG 9 

or the Kaagapay ng mga Mandirigma ng 

Dagat.17  

As for the PCG, it participated in a trilateral 

coast guard exercise off the vicinity waters of 

Kagoshima, Japan, together with the Japan 

Coast Guard and the US Coast Guard.18 The 

PCG vessel BRP GABRIELA SILANG also 

undertook a tri-country mission in April, 

visiting counterparts in Thailand, Malaysia, and 

Vietnam.19 All these efforts are geared towards 

effectively and efficiently asserting our 

maritime rights and entitlements, rights that 

are not a figment of the imagination but are 

grounded in both domestic and international 

law.  

FIGURES 4.9 and 4.10 
Logos of the 2025 Dialogue on ASEAN Maritime Security (DAMS) 

(top) and 2025 Shangri-La Dialogue (bottom)  

FIGURES 4.11 and 4.12 

Photos from the 2025 BALIKATAN Exercises 

Source: Armed Forces of the Philippinesõ X Page 

 



  

˻- ̅̇˿˿˳̄̋ 

From January to June 2025, the West Philippine Sea Transparency Group (WPSTG) continued to 

serve as an essential communicative arm of the PCG and the National Task Force for the West 

Philippine Sea (NTF-WPS), using transparency as a tool for national security, public awareness, and 

diplomatic engagement. During this period, WPSTG expanded its outreach through broadcast and 

print interviews, social media updates, participation in regional conferences and symposiums, most 

notably the Dialogue on ASEAN Maritime Security, and university-based activities aimed at civic 

education. It also launched a regional radio campaign to reach rural audiences and took part in 

policy discussions, including a House Tri-Committee hearing on disinformation. 

These efforts supported a broader objective to counter false narratives, promote legal and maritime 

domain awareness, and engage a diverse public in matters concerning the West Philippine Sea, 

contributing to a more informed and resilient national discourse. 

By engaging students directly, COMMODORE TARRIELA fosters early awareness and empowers 

young Filipinos to become informed voices in defending the West Philippine Sea. 
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˻˻- ˳˶̈́˵˳˵˻˷̅ ˳̀˶ ˾˻̆˷̄˳˵̋ ˵˳˿̂˳˻˹̀̅  
òMga Kwento ni Teacher Junó Comic Book Launch 
The formal launch of the educational comic series òMga Kwento ni Teacher Junó on January 24 at 

the National Library of the Philippines represented a milestone in civic education. Framed around 

the pillars of maritime sovereignty, historical memory, and national resilience, the comic translates 

complex geopolitical issues into a culturally resonant narrative format. 

The event drew key stakeholders from government, education, and maritime law, reaffirming the 

importance of storytelling as a tool in combating historical revisionism and disinformation. The 

comicõs bilingual presentation ensures accessibility for a broad audience, particularly public-school 

students and teachers. Its distribution to libraries nationwide signifies a long-term investment in 

nurturing patriotism and maritime stewardship through expanding educational infrastructure. 

Short Educational Videos 

Complementing the comic book initiative, the WPSTG has produced a series of short educational 

videos as part of its multimedia strategy to clarify maritime issues. These videosñAno at Saan ang 

West Philippine Sea, Alam mo ba ang Kahalagahan ng West Philippine Sea sa Pilipinas at sa Bawat 

Pilipino, and Pagkakaiba ng South China Sea sa West Philippine Seañserve as accessible explainer 

tools for the general public, particularly students and non-specialist audiences. 

 

FIGURES 5.1 and 5.2 

COMMO TARRIELA poses with the National Security Adviser. Hon Sec Eduardo A¶o during the formal launch of the òMga Kwento ni Teacher 

Junó educational comic series.  

FIGURES 5.3 and 5.4 

COMMO TARRIELA poses with the staf, personnel, and officers of the PCG West Philippine Transparency Group.  



 

  

Youth Engagement  

On February 19, the PCG, the PCG, National 

Youth Commission (NYC), and the Philippine 

Information Agency (PIA) signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that 

institutionalizes youth engagement in maritime 

advocacy. This collaboration aims to position 

young Filipinos at the intersection of policy 

awareness and grassroots mobilization. The 

MOU also outlines commitments to develop 

digital campaigns, academic lectures, and 

regional lectures focused on issues surrounding 

the West Philippine Sea. 

To further expand youth-oriented advocacies, 

the WPSTG launched campus caravans and 

university symposiums in partnership with 

academic institutions, NYC, and the PIA. These 

events, held in regions such as Ilocos, 

CALABARZON, Central Luzon, Western Visayas, 

Cagayan Region, Northern Mindanao, and 

Bicol, featured lectures on maritime law, 

sovereignty, and disinformation, and national 

sovereignty.  

Kadiwa ng Bagong Bayaning 

Mangingisda (KBBM) Program 

Launched on June 4 at Buliluyan Port, Bataraza, 

Palawan, the KBBM program represents a 

government-led socioeconomic initiative. By 

providing logistical and economic support to 

fisherfolk operating in the West Philippine Sea, 

the program simultaneously helps strengthen 

both national food security and maritime 

presence. The WPSTG plays a key role in 

communicating the programõs significance, 

linking sovereignty, livelihood, and 

environmental stewardship into a unified public 

policy message. 

Dialogue on ASEAN Maritime Security 

(DAMS 2025) 

The WPSTGõs participation in the 2025 Dialogue 

on ASEAN Maritime Security (DAMS), a Track 1.5 

forum held from May 21 to 23, signaled the 

Philippinesõ active role in shaping regional 

security cooperation. The dialogue convened 

Southeast Asian experts to explore cooperative 

2
0

2
5

 
W

E
S

T
 

P
H

I
L

I
P

P
I

N
E-

S
E

A
 S

e
m

i A
n

n
u

a
l R

e
p

o
rt (

Ja
n

u
a

ry to
 Ju

n
e

 
20

2
5

)
 

FIGURES 5.5 

Screencap of the educational video posted through Facebook 

featuring COMMO TARRIELA 

FIGURES 5.6 

The Commandant, PCG, ADM RONNIE GIL L GAVAN, PIA DG 

Katherine Chloe S. De Castro, and NYC Chairperson and CEO Joesph 

Francisco Ortega during a MOU signing in February 2025. 

FIGURES 5.7 to 5.12 

COMMO TARRIELA on the go during various speaking engagements 

around the country 



 

models for deterring maritime threats and 

preserving the rule of law. The PCG 

emphasized the importance of transparent 

information-sharing systems in fostering 

maritime confidence-building across the 

region.  

Digital platforms and the launch of the 

Official WPSTG website 

Launched in the second quarter of 2025, the 

official WPSTG website now serves as the 

primary digital hub for its publications, incident 

logs, press briefings, and event updates. 

Guided by principles of accessibility, timeliness, 

and accuracy, the platform facilitates near-real-

time transparency and enhances international 

visibility on developments in the West 

Philippine Sea. Complementing this is WPSTGõs 

active presence on social media platforms such 

as Facebook, TikTok, and Instagram, which have 

become critical arenas in the fight against 

disinformation. Using reels, infographics, and 

short videos, the WPSTG engages key 

audiences, especially the youth and overseas 

Filipinos, with verified and compelling content. 

FIGURES 5.13 to 5.15 

ADM GAVAN delivers his remarks during the launching of the KKMB program at Bataraza Palawan in June 2025  

FIGURE 5.19 

Screencap of the WPSTG website 

FIGURES 5.16 to 5.18  

ADM GAVAN delivers his remarks during the 2025 Dialogue on ASEAN Maritime Security (DAMS); (top, left); COMMO TARRIELA engages in the 

discussion (bottom, right) 


